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From Th* £«*t<tn Trartller.

Oh, »l(fp, "»>' <-hildren, sleep!
Lie cl«»»e together on yoar colo, bard wil.

What have ye now bnt sleep1 Tbe finm dead,
Ami linn- reioaloi bal ona pom crust of bread,

* That I against your Imugry waking keep.

pfc, akap,ny children, alsop!
'I ba tin'" m groan wita frost, ami creaks tb* floor;

The moonlight glances on the panes all beal;
The wind heaps up the enow against Hie door.

A von* 1 lu ur ; out.-idc, boluc (lulil doth w eep.

lb rliilii" ;i nra a loop j
Hut thou, youug lamb, wida "-fraying from tho low,
1 pity tl" <¦¦ l t bl< ding, numb wita cold.
Eat thoa theirbread.a morsel drj and old;
To warm thy-df, beneath theil corer creep,

si-1 ti wi IL riv ehlldn ii, sleep]
Ami thou, too, sleep, poor wanderer. t:ll tho day.
Whet vexetb thief Wiri then no longei rta? I

fjow strangely pone! No footpnal marka the way.
Hut Bowen atari through the drift ao ¦aurala. Md

dee p!
O children, leave j oar eleen!

Coom hit mr. come, and see t iii h wondrous thine,.
Hough Wint< r to hu bosom folds tbe Spring!
A holv gussi to us tin1 night did bring;

rheas Bowen bc Ielt, hiuaeli wecoald not keep.

My children, lon vc ymir Bleep I
Leare empty dreaming on your cold, hard hod;
For now um boaae is light, tbe hearth bloom* rod ;

lie hungry now no mme; with meat and bread
Do heavenly hands anneen tho table beep.

Edith m. thomas.

JACK'S COURTSHIP.
A SAILOR'S YAKS wToVEANUSIIli'Wlir.t K.

Bl W. ( I. \ 1: K BUSSELL*

Aut/.or of "ne Wirri: ot The Gr^itreiior," "A Sea-

{vtef.'-An (.Xtrtn tree-Lance," etc

CM1FTE1 X.Wii.CiiNiiM i n.

Presently a Blackwall tram arri veil, a lot of

people tumbled out. and Itook my scat in a urst-

claas carriage, that aaaelled like Um parnrof apab*
lie-bouse after a Bight*! argy. Just as wo wno

about to start, the daoi waaBang open, eada etan

bundled in. 1 was full of thought, and hardly
glanced at him. PreeaaUy ne said j "Very genteel
rolling-stock they have on this Imo. sir! Hut I

suppose anything'* good enough foi Milora. Do you

object to my lighting a pipe to kill the fragranea ia
this aiaatapam .'"
"Not at all." said I. looking at him hard, strm k

by his von e, in which 1 fancied I could catch a note

that wah familiar to nie.

ile was a rather abort, aemtrely-bvJU man of

about forty years ot ago, with reddish whiskers, and

beard that half cireled lm fare, as t bongil you eut a

coil of rope in half and passed it under your chin

.With tho ends against your ears; his fan- was the

reddest 1 ever saw on a man, and rendered peculiar
l,y the color lying in linea and blotches, mi that

v hen you took a close sonia! .it bim bia skm aacaaed
to ba coffered with a nil ace veil, with tin.thea
thickened in places. Ile Had line, honest, laugh nt:

eyes and a hearty, cheerful expression of counte¬

nance, and was in his way the completest figure of

a merchant seaman one could imagine, droned in

dark-blue earth, and a can with a khorel-taeed peak
to it. rinding mo staring at him, he began to stare

at mo, meanwhile griming in his side pockets for his

pil>c and tobacco. At lad 1 s:.id : "Six ye « agu I

Waa shipmates w iih a second male aboard the Mon¬

trose, named Daniel Thompson, ll yonan not he,
then you Ililli be the di \ ll.''

" Daniel i bompaoa is my name." Mid he. " ami six

years ago 1 waa .second unite aboard the Montrose,

And.why. lu art alive, oh! you're Jack >eyinoui !"

And with a sailor's warmth he Beag down hie oipo

and tobacco-iw noli. junipc.1 into tin- seat opposite
lue, and grasped both my hand-. '. 1 bink of my md

knowing \<m!" cried he. " l!ut finn you've grown

a mustache-and you're a a loot taller-and who

the hla/es would recognize Jack Seymour ia those
nlmre-going duds f"
"Hus is a strange meeting, Thompson," Bald I;

* will you believe it. I v aa Bctoaliy bouud in quest
of youl I'm goiag to tbe doeka to bare a looa at

your sjlrathmore. Do you know, I'm thinking ol
nailing with you.''"
i "Bellini with me!" lu-exclaimed, letting go my
hands and returning, to his pipe. " VI hy. 1 hoard
that you had kum ked oil thc sea some years ago~
tome into an estate.-ead was hvmg up to tho ham¬
mer somewhere or Other."
¦ Oh," said 1. laughing. " don't suppose I'm going

to sea with J mi a- a -ador. I'm thinking ot tal,nu.'
a cabin ni'your ship for a voyage to New 6outli
Wale*, 1 saw youl name in t la ladffOItiseuieol aa

skipper, Andjust now called at the oaaoa ot the com-

J>any to make sure ol you, and they told mc 1 should
ind you aboard."
"1 hope you'll come with me! I hone you'll

come!" cried he in his hearty fashion. " We'll hml
many a vam to apia together.ninny a talk over old
days, lint what iii the name of Moses lake* you to

aaa again even as passenger T Didn't you get enough
ol salt water in ymir tniiot Only let aouiebody
leave me an estate, said ho, lighting his pipe, " sod
there'd never a house ageut in the I luted Kingdon,
who could lind bm a dwelling deep enough .miami.'
"PU tell you presently why I am going to sea

again,"! replied. "But Brat let's beer ol yourself.
Are yon married 1 An- you saving money 1 How
long have you been skipper f"
He answered these questions by a story that car¬

ried us to Blackwall: and though I kent on nodding
and saying "oh!" and " nally !" and " indeed !" I
am afraid I did not give his yarn ail tin- attention
he believed it wasreceiving The troth is. my mimi
was no easy with my own affairs that leonkfthiui
ol mail.ag else; though 1 took ia carawah ot whi
he said to gather th.it he was murri d and bad
couple of youngster-, that bis wife Lad a iiiih ol
money, amt that he had commanded the Stntluuon
two yean.
We 8alhed forth ann in arni, he jabbering mccaa

antiy. and, after walking a lui, came alueast ol ;.

ship whose namo 1 did not med to impure. 1
¦topped to nave ¦ look. Then in front ol mo lav
the counterpart of the vessel in whose heart I hail
passednany s long month, whose mastheads] hud
¦watched swaying under stars which no nollie rn

dweller ever beholds, whose massive shrouds bad
¦brisked back the refrain of tbs Cape Horn barri-
cane, whose topmost can\ as had glimmered like dis-
solving wreaths ol vapor amid thc breathless gloom
of the noshed tropical night.

¦ \\ bat are you stopping forf" shouted Tnompsou.
"What do you -ec that vou'ie -taring aloft f Any¬
thing wrong then f"

" ."'i lined 1; " why, the picton ol my old life,
Daniel -the old bnsinesa oj the .lonely watch, thc
atrearaing decks, the bant under which 1 used to

erotic fi r my boots winn the horrid shmit of'eight
elis' awoke mc from dreams ol feather-beds, sud

nott tack and mutton-chop- for breaktsst V\ hal a

lolly hie the -adm's ie, Thompson 1 why,I'd ntlicr
be a rat m your la/an Ito than go throuuli it again.
And yet hang me il the sight of that cia lt of yours
don't infuse a wrt <d tenderness into me too, though
for all 1 know her iron nbs may be only mic dogit
removed lune the ore, and her timber planking as

rotten as au old Miltou cheese.''
"Dont you go and make any mistake of that

kind, my young friend," exclaimed Thompson.
" Molten! why, as a matter ot strength tbel owei of
Loudon s a joke ta that slop, ami as to her angle
frames lning OM degree removed lrmu the ate,
there's nothing wasting bal a little grinding io con¬
vert them into the loveliest l.i/.m-. in the world.
But come aboard, luau, come aboard "; anil we

Stopped along the plank over the aide and .-prang on
to tin: deck.
A dock is toa.-hipwhat a dre-su:<.'-room is toa

lady, and you must expect dishevelment until abe
sallies forth into Inr ocean-world, winn tun will
bud ber dressed in tbe latest fashion, paiuted and
sparkling, and dropping many a handsome courtesy
as she gu s. The btraUunoros topgallant and ios.il
yards were down, all the aaila anueut and the run-
.Jag gear amove: tbe yards were braced fore and
alt; tin re wen lumpers at work in her hold, and
ginny faces grinned ai yon over the coamings ot tua
Iain-batch j a enuc aloageida whs clinging eaves ul
niorchuiiilisc into her, and her main dei k was a sur¬

face ol straw, dm, wet, ami what sailors cull rallle
Hut just ns a pretty wench with tousled hair, dirty
lace, besoded irock, amt with toes peeping out of
ber yawning boote, pres* ives her prettiness, ami
takes tho eye in Spite of ber hiiualid ut t .re. so did th.
td rathmore otter to thc experienced gaze every ihiihi
of a handsome, powerful ciipj«-r ship. BotwUbstand-
iug her grimy decks, her disordered yards, tut
nakedness of her appal spam, ber rigge,i-m jib
boom, hbo was, as (be advertiaomeiit about lui
said, a comiHwite shi|», that is, built of mm trama
covered with wood. She waa alightly longer thai
the Portia, with a trifle leos of beam,'and had tin
reputation of being a very fast sailor, though wbal
is termed u n| .), j,. jii,M iaBsed, might have Im^. i

Sleased by bsikiiiK nt lui bows, which wen- almosl
kes yachts, wajh hardly any pseeeptible swell oi

¦ tl iring. Her lower uiasu were painted white
¦he had channels.though won then those append
E for spreading wide tho lower rigging were go

mt of dale.and.checkered sides, a broad whit-
I runuing tho length of lier, broken wit)

painted port*; so that, with her aonan atari
decorated with a mw ol abm windows, taort Myal
mastheads, and exceedingly squire yards, slie migul
at a distance have passed lor a frigate.
Thompson, however, gave me ret] little time ti

look about; for, alter taking a squint down tin
main hatchway ami bawling out some ajaawtioa ti
tbe p«H»ple below, be again seized my arm sue
Wslki d me into thc i liddy, aa the saloon under tin
Beep was always called. This was a lim sweej

vtvttt* rtv/a lu Knut fuLituutwH ut Atixiu* purch.ti
H -ikt ll.UU-.i.

nf rahm, most handsomely decorated Witt maple
panellings, and stanchions cased in satinwood,
superbly fluted and gilded, while as much aa was

revealed of the mizzcninact waa cased BO as to re¬

semble « Corinthian column, sonnet of which a

pianoforte was secured A very handsome staircase
led into th* steerage on the lower deck; on either
side wile the cahiiisnr bi libs j While oveihcad Wen-

two huge skylights, racks full of glan for the
tables globes for gohllieh, together with a row ol

brightly burnished swinging-traya, banging over

thc tables, * bich wen shaped like the hiter T. one

running ¦thwartahipa atop, and ibo other coming
down nearly the windi1 length of the cuddy. 1 SUI

no noholsterei'or house decorator, and cannot taik
Ui you a hom this interior in such a way as to make
von understand what a radiant, breesy drawing-
room ol s place it was] but I often recall it and
other passenger-Ships' saloon- I have peeped into,

when I bear of the splendon of the present age in

that Way, and wonder that theie should he so much
luag about us. really, ns though m magnificenceol
marine decoration we had gone leagues ahead and
clean out ol sight of our am .-tm- : the truth being
that many a long year before my time, in the days
of John Companys ships and the castle-like Weat

Inda traders, the cabins lined by old nabobs and

opulent planters al an immense cos! were ii perfect
blaze nf costly furnitun; as le! noble Tom Cringle
testily, who, in sneaking of a ve-el that he

boarded, of five hundred tons, ntl les away ebon!
panels luted willi crimson sloth, edgell with gold
m....hiing-, and superb damask baugiugs befow the
stern viudowa and side berths, and platt ghi-- mir.
ron ami brUlianl ewinging-lamps, and a splendid
grand pun.nd a rubber-ease richly carved and

gilded to resembles palm tree, .. the -ten painted
white, and mb ri.md willi golden fretwork like the
'ozeugesofa pineapple, while lb© leaves spread np
ami ahmad in the roof," and so on and soon,

raith, 1 often think there is a deal of the swab in

our natures: we barely allow oar forefathen tbe
BuiaHest merit,and standing on tiptoe, crow aa ii a e

bantams were the only Cochin-Chinascteationhad
overproduced. Why, who shall swear that al tlu-

moment s uno poor little creature is not writing ;i

hook to move that Trafalgar was a twopenny bnsi-
...ss. and that it would need 'ho bine-jackets ol tue

present day to make s Baffle of that jobi Is not
Shakespeare overrstedl and ia then no poet
among us capable ol better work f ls \\ ellington a

natch upon thc living splendid generala whose
breasts are ono glorious display of medals and
ordei s i

lin' let me haul oft" from these distracting reflec¬
tions before I lose my temper and grow personal;
for hang me if I'm not'already in the humor, males,

to give von an idea of what honest disgust sounds
like. Well, as 1 nave said. Danie] Thompson
marched me through the cuddy, pa-t tbe mizzen¬
mast and the niano, and the stove, into his cabin,
the door of which he closed, and, overhauling a

locker, took from it a box ni cigar-. Bud four tat

bottles, and then producing some glasses pointed to
the cigar-box and afterward to i chair, and saul:
"Now. Mr. Jack Seymour, make yourself st home,
sir." This I did without parley, helping myself to

a glass of excellent liquor sud lighting a cigar. Ile
did likewise, and in a few minutes we laj sprawl¬
ing upon the lockeis talking like brothers.

*. Thia i- the sort of cabin to go to -ea in, Daniel,"
said 1 casting my eye- round. " room to grope about
in when something you want fetches awav ami gets

lost, and a good view of the world mn ol those bat i.

windows ls the cabin a long-ale a- roottlj .'"
.' Jual tin- -.inn- size," be snswen il,
"They told me at the olino that it's takenby a

Miss Damai.s Hawke."
"Oh," said be, "that's the lady that came home

with us lins time. And she's going out again with
us. eh,' .she- arum obj li-h: only wants a pea-
jacket to make ber a sailor. Coining ou deck one

uighl in the tropics she stepped sf) sud fouud tin¬
man ut tho wheel nodding, whereupon, hang nie.

Seymour, if she didn't lake him hythe annand
shake bim and a-k him if be knew where he was
going. The man fell to abusing ber -he was a little
liane..md the -bindy brought the second male to
them. We laughed till we cried wheu he told me
the story, sn -I everafter the hands forward called
her Lady Danin-her-cyee, aa nut her into their
songs. D'.\e know her.''' said In: suddenly, a- il
struck by my face.

" ll.o,np-.m." .-aid I, " I'll tell you all aboul il

why I'm interested rn M- - Damai is Haw kc, rn by I'm
going to Australia why 1 choose this ship. But it's
u pud.mud secret. Daniel j e matter thal concerns
m\ very senses tor ii I'm dished 1 -'.ill go mad.
Ou your honor aa an old sin]'mate you'll stow what
I'm about to tell you as deep dowu into your sil
and e.,nliil. me a- it'll go T"

" Well," he replied, laughing. " so long as ii don'l
involve any scuttling job, or hung job, you maj
tm-t mc"
Thereupon, without any further preface, I told

him the a bolo .-lory how I had gnu-1.1 < fton on

u visit to some relatives, and fallen in lo-e with
florence "Hawke: how ber father wanted bet to

marry another mau named Reginald Mon.
whose oller eba had refused; uou Anni Damaris
had ai ri\ ed from Sydney, and, as I -upi.d, ii <-,,ui-

mended her brother to rena Florence sith ber to
Australis ss ¦ good way ol getting rid of me bow,
a- I had no occupation, nothing in lbs world lo do,
1 had made up my mind to go to Australis . uh ber,
and how my resolution ban been completed by dis
covering that the ship whose name florence h.ol
mentioned was commanded by au old shipmate and
friend.
He listened ai attentively and gravely as if I

talking to him on freights and bills of heirn.
winn I had done Mid " I understand .1 u k is the
gin worth the trouble yon sn going to take f
" Stop till you we her,'' !»a!il I.
" I- -ac fond ol voa '" be asked,
" 1 think she is," 1 replied.
''And I s.lpp..se," saul he. "that you rei'..oil Up..Il

getting lui to prim iso to mai rj you on your arrivaj
at Sydney."

1 nodded, for there was no ase lu '. Ming him that
this voyage was only undertaken by mo aa apart
ot a somewhat forlorn courtship.

" I'm afraid," said .. " you'll find tho aunt a big
montlitul a.s a pill. Does yourswoi ibeart know you
intel,d to join her I"
"No! nothing has been said- nobody but mv

nude and you are aw.ne ot mv lutentiou. I'll gd
you io tell ber I'm aboard whoa we're clear ol the
river."
He grinned arid exclaimed: " I suppose yon don't

mind trusting me now thal yon know I have a wife,
1 wondered at youl eui usily when you asked me il
1 was mall ted; but 1 lilelelstalnl wm) lea!-: 1 waa
a voi v suspicious mau myself when 1 was in love,

I laughed as I look d at his jolly, bright-red face,
and observed tbe self-complacency in it.

"Bm 'darn me,1 you're giving me as skipper ol
this vessel a rum commission. 1 hope, ulei) I've
told ber you're aboul, you'll do the restof the
business yourself. I'm nu hand si messages. |
neel could talk soft, and when I Bsketl ms gul to
mai iv me all 1 could lind lo sa\ wss: 'Susan shall
we git spliced! say the word, and when you're
ready there'll he a cab at the door with me in it.1
Aller all," said be, "liam talk is better tnan rn

malicing A woman knowe what you mean when
you -In er alongside of her, timi Would mm h ral h. r

you -hon h -pi ak ont than b un mg with her bauds
and keep her waiting. '

" Your view - ure very correct," said I, " lint every
man bas not your nerve. 1 lanni. I lure's one t lung
1 shall have io do. Iwi-h it were not noo
but I don'l sn my way without it."

.¦ What .'" be asked.
"1 shall haw-to ship under au assumed name.

I'll tel] yon w lr, Anni Darnall- bas ie vi SCOU Ute
but sin- would instant 1) guess who 1 am ii -lu- were
to hear ol me as .lack Seymour: and a person
capable of giving a seaman a talking to, you may
depend on n she could furnish .witbeveu less
opportunity o! being with my darling than I should
lind if we all remained at Bristol."
"That's unite true," said bo, "If you ship as

Brown or J<.-von ian talk sud walk with your
sweetheart sitbout exciting ibo aunt's suapicious
unions, indeed, you pile on youl attentions too
thick.''
"I'll md do .hat," said I; " at all events while

sin's looking.''
" There's uo reason," said be, .. why yon ebonldn'l

take au alla- lt's the ii-mi thing erith murderer*.
and forgers, and i bieves, and w hy not wit li lovers 1
Bul I say, Seymour whatever new name run take.

please stick to your Christian handle for I'm sun
lo call you Jack when I'm md thinking, and il you
ship a- .Mind or William the slip will be awkward."

.. Lei - settle upon ¦ name at o.," said 1. "Dive
nu- -omit lung that'll come easy to you."
"Anything in two syllabics will do for mi

iuis\m red ; .. v. bal do yon Hunk ol Johnson I"
*. loo common," Inplied, -ll Anni Damaris re¬

sembles ber brother shs respects blood.yon know
what blood i-, don'l you, H..niel f"
"I've luaid ol it,"he replied; "it belongs ta tbe

upper in le-, don'l it f ami is rarely to be found hi
anything much lower than a squire.

..'As [was saying, if Hu-aunt respects blood it'll
be worth while lo impress her. 1 wish you'd allow
me three syllables. Daniel.''
"Well, f don'l mind three," said be; "bul what¬

ever lt ia, let it be pronounced aa It's spelled. Wo
I.[ought homo a mau bast voyage called Majori
banks. When I SSW the name written, dash my

Wig ll I didn't think he was in the Rimy, and 1 kept
on calling hun Major Hanks uutil, growing an¬
noyed, be nmnded on me with, 'Excuse ute, Cap-
lain, my mime is Marehbanks.' Ns doubt tbs cor¬
rect thing to do willi a major if-to muk" hun
march," saul be,grinning fran ear to earover ins
Vile Jinn, "bul il majors to be called march why
kw'! it spelled mareil."
¦ What do you think of Trevelyan!'' said I. Ho

.reflected sud said he doubted if be should ba able to
'remember it, mid asked mo to give lum sonni lung in
the nautical line. Hut nothing that I could think of
as belonging to a ship or theSSW would satisfy me,
si' atna ¦ number of suggestions ws Axed upou Eg¬
erton as having an aristocratic sound and being easy
to pronounce.
On the whole, my friend dui not Bssaj sn much as¬

tonished hy mv si-heme as 1 had ¦Jpactad hut this
might be because sailors see so many strange things
and pass through so many curious adventures that
the faculty of being ¦Beaten is soon wera out in

them. Wu continued foi some time talking mont
thc voyage and Mi-s Danial is Hawke, alni other
matters; and then 1 went to look at the uulet
cabins, and after peing and cmsnlering, deckled
niHin taking Ko. 4. tl hssag the Teeniest el those
which remained nu hired, and for that nason sate to
choose on tbe chance ot nome fellow bhuriug it w ah
me.
"Will you come aboard in the docks or at Graves¬

end T" asked Thompson.
..in the docks." 1 nplied. " If the lian kc* don't

join von nt ..raves ml we may lalee it that they are

not going lo Australis in the Strathmole.''
"Av,' In- replied," for when we nave Gravesend

we go eleen away te Australia, I bone. Yon any
certainly take it. as von ny, for if they don't join
tin- Inp at Gravesend they ve either postponed the

voyage or abandoned it."
" linn, ol course, I sh ,l| go ssbors again." snid I.
"What!" cried he; " forfeit your passage money

and the delights of eighty or ninety days ol
and ms soc iel > V

1 laughed, and ssld, " lint then- ¦ no uso supposing
they won't come. Hawke'- md a man to send your

company a >h. k nulen in- meant to get eotaethiug
for it."
u If it is to depend npon tti** anni.'' ho nm, " yon

need not fear of being dinppoiotod. She likes the
ship and she like- me; amil BOW reeol left that,
w ben we wen in tbe i bannel, she asked me if there
was any chance of my taking tbe same nortel
stewards with me nest tune, as she thought lue fer¬
mi r very tafe geuth men to - lil with, and the stew¬

ards she con-idered extremely attentive. That
looks as if ibo bad made np ber mind, area then.
Depend upon it. she'll come, ii she can."

I asked who the mate- were, bul begaveme nan tn

which were unknown |0 me, 1 then took a timi

over tbe vessel, and having spent pretty nesrly
two bonn aboml, 1 bade my old shipmate good-by,

ng bim, as he veined my happiness ami pro¬
ne, ts, io behave with extreme ein nmspei i ion w hen
j joined the vessel; never, on any am mint, to let it

be supposed that I had hun to sea as a sailor, but
io let lue pa--i iigers imagine thal be ailed me Jsi k
beau. ire hi.il know n each ot her a- hov - ; and I
wound np by asking billi tOC..¦ ami spend a dav
with me al tim West End but thia be said be could
not manage a-, bia wife sud children were in tbe
country, and be mean! to naas a few d«iya with
tin ni, and w hen he returned his hands would he too

full of businea for v iaiting,
-».-

CHiPTEfi XVIII.
HullllWISKIMi.

I will'pare von an account of tho thoughts with
Whit h I beguiled my rid" home, and the various re-

tlcctiviis which kept me M reetlree aa a onoy in ¦

seaway. Bo hreverything had beni plain sailing:

Daniel Thompson had proved to be my old ¦hip-
mate, and the man, niall ol hers, whom I would

have chosen to go to sea wish on eneb an errand aa

Illino; ¦ berth had been secured by Aunt Damans

and florence a id half tho passage-money paul, and

the only fly ia this pleasant pot of ointment with
which I was greasing the RWM of my courtship was

the fear that at the last moment Hawke might
change his mn.d and keep Florence Si home.

However, my bus.ness was to goon steering a

straight COnne and take my chance of the wind

holding steady; ami. accordingly, mi my return
home liom the docks, I forwarded the in eessary de¬

posit money to Duncan, Ooligbtly A Co., for the

cabin No. 1, and sig.I myself John Egerton, bel¬

ing a trifle uncomfortable, perhsps. aa I did so,

though surely my conscience was needlesslj sensi¬

tive, for 1 was as guiltless of all ¦ rung doing in ae-

snming ¦ name as ia any actor who puts on a wig
and runs upon the stage, and ca.ls himself the Duke
of Gloater.
A few deyssfter I had visited the Strathmore I

weal down to Clifton, Hearty as wa- mv respect
for my uncles baracter, I never could think of lum

as a man cap.line of holding In- peace, and I was in

const.mt fear that be would betray my pnyeeUto
bia wife, sud thal the nowa would reach 1 terence
ami perhaps old Hawke, Bat I was mistsken. Ile

i secret ai the grave He bad nm oul
given hi- wife or daughters the lea bini
truth, bul be assured me thal be bud done his hesl

miss Hu- Hiing from bi . oe n ni nd, i! I be
might liiiiuinig bis con-, lenci into bi Iii i tug that bc
wa- aa iguoraut as tbe others,
"I wani."-.r,- be, "to h" aide not only to look

but to f I Innocent winn the truth cornea out, so

that, should Mr. Haw ke call 0|H>n me, rn send mu an

nupleasanl letter, I shall be ebie to talk to lum with
the sense ol being sn injured rn in."

This policy in him suited me perfectly; and I
i-k no nene quest lum about mv

si heme-. .' ..? tin rn. I I.ilk." Mid I. " ibe more

you are oblig d to know; milling be
.-aid. you ... ol be sure, even while we now con¬

verse, thal 1 am -till bent on going to Australia/1
" You're right," be replii d ; .. an I bo u

...ii ... ., to un sud .1 ..dy oi- the weal

though, for all that, hi- curiosity was -. .harp tel

that I believe he Would have ImcU glad I il I ike III -

chance ,,t |,i- conscience had I ofli red hun the leas)
ucourageuii ni t.. wake imju
However, a- I have -..ld, ll au ... i I. d my pulp..-.

veri well lo kc. p bim sib ul sud ignorant. 1 was ¦.

ur, but I l.ie.v what married people are, and
ll' IW , ll a Wile o,,ie. |0 -e-p ¦. I t ll.lt 11''I llll-l.
hiding anything from ber, abe will never rest mi
sm- has it out of him. Hui l bail a very dilnctili
part t.i pla* with (Sophie. -.¦ A.nx nil thal il il
iu< h.u k to Loudon next da) and di term ni .1
vt-it 11 ie ia no mon ' ns side inj voyage, though but
foi thal I -1 ou d have b. eu glad loi
(bat I 'iiiii unit bv sp,aiding a week ul Linton. where
I OOUld U.IM- kip! lui-eil piHtted ill ali Ile- Lil. -I

thou! t lie Hawkes' wm i melita, I Ue Lu i i-.

holli .-o pine lind Aile Ia expected tO Iud UK

ah:;. .1 * ousol ile, iud I t ;. li ¦! il Klorouci
would cithe] sn-p. 1 mv situ
that I bad some scheme on band, il I was not re¬

ported to lier bi my con-in-as being broken dow ii.

L'ounuquently I had to pul on the .la mau
whose heurt is bleeding, ami no harder job wa* I
ev ei upou, especially whenever mi uncle, who iv

into my motive, as looking for lhere, would le a

gilli III tll« em k ol his eye (nat Iii d- a -. li 1 uilclit.il
countenance an enormous ai bievi um nt.
Vet somehow I managed so well that my cousins

hom -liv believed I wan III a Wirti lied stat" ol mimi,
ami tjopbie did all -he cuni.! to bl r me. Mic I.

(tin- uioaieiil she had an opportllUlt) "I -peaking to

um* aloni thai she bsd mei I lureuce soou allci liei
return from thc mutti iu c.pauy with hei
wdm w ;i- in ;i h.u ii ci ia ir, aud had walked with hei
foi nearly hail an lunn, scarcely noticing Lim,,
who w as v ely..I. and Li I kn g to I hu em c m ordel
to gi all tue nov. i she could lor lue.
" I nope von told h r," aid I iu my

cln.lv n j u ne i, .. bal lui going tu Australia wss an
aw lui blow to inc."
"I dui. Jack." she replied. u I sahl thal if m.ur

heart waa no! brokeu outrighl il wa- beean .¦ \ n

believed thal separation w.iiid nut ultei i.
ie lov mg, loyal

V I'OI n.Ill.I
uiie bm k,' said
ml ih it in- mis

his liel.ng.. H.- iM \.|\ youug, Hopbie, ami,
imle. d," said she, sighing so prettily, Jack, . bi on gol
md to ivuil liol g. ve me .i though) w hi u J nu

[ol who knows whet bel I shall evel return Tn
I gr...med -<. lu av liv ai this thal for tbe moment I

wa- anani, hom Hie look ."-opine gave me, llu|| she
oil-id. nd il aim.l-l too lui ol aug.ii-ii to Iks honer*.

Il.uacience bi always putting wroug
conel in a ns upi u ibil

.. I alisa < red,' cuni inueil Sophie, "thai Iboil)
wen young yon wi reold enough tobe .; I

lu r nol to h-ive Kngl nd rn ng me
some lol.cn for you tu reiueiuU r hi i bj .: Ulug
foi v ou io go oi weariug until she came back."

.. v\ ...ii uni -h. ii.bal .' I a-ked.
" Why, thal she would scud mesomething for yon.

It hen t come yet, but the mouteut it arrives you
shall have it.''

I in- moved me to ;i degree that made the tremor
in my voice real enough. Indeed. I was as much
touched li) thia proof of Hophie's Udelit) to me as I
Was si il led mid ille- li il bv I ho euee'-, pin ii

au nulli al mn 1 ha: 1 had made greater progress lUto
tue darling's heart tuan I bad dared to p..pe. |
squeezed my consul's hand ami thanked bel ten¬
derly for ber sugg) lion to Florence, sud then s ked
il there was BU) cbauceoJ Mi. Hawke chancing hu
miud and keeping bia daughter al heme: So; shu
wa- iiii.ml thai lhere wun lochaucoal all. I I.
had told her tliut ever) prep.ii at ion was hiing made
tm ile voyage, their cabin was Recured, and the)
wu.dd join tbe -Inp atUravencud. bbc saul that
florence coi.ld not make bead nm tail ol ber
luther's resolution she never remembered speaking
ah.mt nu- oi behaving in any way to ac. um mi
-mh an extreme step ss scuding her all tho wa) t"

A ust i a na ; the suggestion came from Aunt Damaris,
lind was humed ni c ii seized bj Mr. Hawke; sud she
coull nm account for his conduct, for bis willing¬
ness Io lose lier society at home and BObiw 1 bel Ul
the risks Of a loll .' v ii) age, lillie s Something Ulolo

than Mr. Jack Seymour wasat the bottom of ber
father's reason- for sending ber sa av.

t" Uni she give von any nba ot what that nnmc-

lung more aught US f 1 asked very anxiously.
"So. Bbc his no suspicion. For HIV p.Ut, I be¬

lieve lier lather's sole Illili IV. ls to -epalllle le 1 f|..||l
yon. Bbe declana thal sin- baa never aald anything
about you to lum to account for hr- alarm ; hut how
docs-he know I beling- will break out Inaeuaibly,
Her father mi gill see more I han -ho herself suspects
she show B, or ov en BmnWBJ0B, '1 le' wonder to ino bj
that Florence should muko no hiaml.that she
shouldn't biuutly refuse to be driven to the other
end of the world. Hut 1 suppose she is sincere when
she says she likes 1 he idea ol revisiting Sydney, unil
no li .ii 1.1 she in not very happy ul home just now;
and then nguiu, she shows proper digtntv mcoldlv
.uni uncomplaining!i obeying her papa and aceom-
panviiig her aunt. Ami who knows, Jack, that she
would md be vv diing to go to the North Tole, if by
milking each a journey sim could get rid of that
worn mg, fmtune-huntiiig creature, Mr. Mote*
combe f
At this point we w<ro Interrupted md had to

break oil ; in.r w is I awry, for il wa-desperately
hurd to maintain au air of misery when alone with
Sophie, whose sympathy was bound io rend r her
uncommonly shrewd] ami. besides.conjectures as

te Hawke'* mien', ions wera exceedingly unprofit¬
able. Beena that nil J required to be satisfied anon
was that Aunt Damn is ami I'luicn. c ne ant to sail
to Sydney iu the Strathmore,
Wi ll, hu'-, as 1 have said, I returned to London

natl day, becann I was but ¦ clumsy li.md ut mas¬

querading, and wm. sure that my cousins would bud

ih:ii abe would bi mg hui k the
le ..1 -he took WU ll Ul 1. Ulld I'

piov iuy v hui di v ut iou, liefon
-. .-, nm -..i; ho u bav e found

mo out if I did not look shfrp and hanl off. Sophie
seemed a good deal struck by my Impatience to he
gone iiiui cxpiessed her surprise that 1 did Bot stay,
if mil v for the chance of seeing Florence before she
left rlnglsnd.
" Do you ihink." cried I, " that I could say good-

bv to my dalling, who leaves with a misgiving that
we m.iy novel meet again f Bombie, 1 could not con¬

trol myself.the trial would oe too much for bo,
No! tell Inr, should you meet, why I hurried away;
and, above all, let bm have rn hatever she di shes me
to remember her by winn you get it."
Whether this satisfied .Sophie. I did not trouble

myself to find out. lknew that whatever might be
her thought-I should right niv-'-ll willi In r when
she i ame to bear that I had sailed with Florence iu
the Strathmore, and meanwhile my busmen waa to
keep HIV plan secret ; so holme Ie.,V lug HIV I cl.lt lolls

I told my undo not to espect to see me at Clifton
again, as the oblig. itiou to pin | b po ci it ic il part
was altogcthi too bard, sud I felt lust every .-ham
sigh 1 heaved was sn minago upon Sophie's affec¬
tions te, faithful nature,
"All right, Hiv boy, do as you please," sud he;

"hut I bone you ll send us a letter from Gravesend
to ht ii- know voii'ro gone''

.. Cei luiuly," 1 au iwered.
" Ami, on reflection," be continued, .' I Hunk you

hud Inlier eddn ss your letter to i,i,, toiling BM your
motive in going, amt so un, as though 1 knew noth¬
ing about it, lt wilt ho something tor mo tn ilnurish
bel.old Haw ki should be trouble me: ami it will
throw your anni oil (be scent, lor 1 don't want her
to k'.ow thiit I wu- :ili along rn your confidence."
Thia I promised to be sure to do, and t.a-n as wc

wi ii alone I bade lum good-by, for unless be came
to .-oe me in London we should not meet again he-

ailed. I had never saul farewell to my fatbei
when I started on a voyage with more emo¬
tion than 1 felt as 'I held my uncle's
hand. And yet. so far us words went lt
erne, between us, to no moro than a brie!
"Cod lu. rs von!" Nevertbelese I had to linger
awhile ta recover ruyaell bel. seeking my aunt
ami cousins; and though there wa- hi He apparent
significance in my niauuer as I took mv leave of
them, I unsure von itwnsa bitter wrench to ny
good-by to Sophie lightly, as though we w en to see

i si li Other soon, w hen, 1 could 1 have had my way,
I shou,d hiive hugg.-d ||,i and told her wc might no!
un ¦¦ t tor mont ha and perhaps yesn; sudtuauked
Inr again sud yet again for ali that sim hud
done for me, mr all she a mihi like to do foi me, for
lui loyal good w ishes and sisterly pride in me.
And nov, hiving gol hack to London, norning re¬

in,u md hut io la) iu a stock of Mich articles aa 1 re¬
quired for the voyage, sud wait for tbe '-'Mb of tbe
month to ari ive I h ni not main ai raugeuieuts to
make; indeed, the lin) vv as completed w hen 1 had
1..'lil a good box upon which 1 had " John Eger¬
ton painted, ami jim my clothes aud purchases in
it, and w ben I had given' notne of my intention to
quit my lodgings to Hie landlady. Ami note lure:
ii took nw nvei bali an hour io persuade the woman

thal I wa-, in liiinesi iiiul was hound lo tl.llid¬
em! of the wm Ll. I wes so Hinch a part of her
house thal -he had ( onie to look ii ju n me a , she did
her inuit do.ii and Staircase, and winn al last she
understood Ihal I waa in earnest, and really going,
.-h. sat dow n upon t be door ami wept t here.

lt wan on ibis day that the post .ight me a
email parcel, which on opening. 1 found to contain
s little square bos Bm! a letter. In tbe box wael
locke) willi u wisp of gold-brown hair coiled np in
it, and the letter waa from Kophie, telling me thal
inc locket waa mv sweethearts partiuggift. "I
mirv tell you," wrote Hopliie, a thal Kloreuce quite
implied she would hav in,, ,j to g vc v oil lin- bel
self, hv w indi you may judge she is uot a titi
upi.neil and, perhupa./mimd h) what I bad to cull
ymir incapacit) to bul hei good-by. However, il
-he understands your reaeou aud yon are satiaiied,
il i- let lm me to lecture you, though 1 may as well
deiaiie, il I wile going to Australia and mv lovel
had i.ot the in ul to ll t.. me, 1 should
nave n nb the lending Ibu! il I hose to lill in love
with somebody else across the seal might do so

safely."
ile- wm i snub to my tremendous young sin-

cent) thal -et me gaping to speak out; bu I re-
si ruined mv - n on reflectmg thal m a fi v da) a lioth
-.ie .ual I Lr h. .. w on.. I Un i w the truth: so that all
I did was to acknowledge the receipt oft hr, locket
in a few lines, saying thal my bea ri va- too lui I io

wrile at length, and I lint I he old V ali-W cr I ell.I

returu to lei niel.. to lm incapacity to say
iik h. r to wail mil .1 hiv

il.illili: gu! onie home, and theil judge W bel ¦:

h.el ii i: icd stain h. ami whether in) behavior was

ul a kind lo justit) florence in falling in love with
anv h..Iv

II is letti i being post* il, I pun lunn .1 a ribbon for
the hu kit ami hld Hie lillie k. . p-ake au av Ulnh

and happy iii i be |.
g thal I aiiuoi recail I with

. mt ->.i nie. ml v rrHeeling that liefore I could ever
agu n enjo, plea, i.- ... julio, my li"V i-h In-art ii u-t

n turu to m.. ant! I must be loving my lu love a- |
loved In : ni lie iiiui mug nf life a sa

aroui il and .- upon thu di e. leaned into
I... v. -t.
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day, the 28thol (tepteuiber, 14 lins was

theda) fixed foi tbe niling of tbe sir it htnort
Ihnl ascertained fruin Hie nw mts, to whom I hui

rded the balance of thi ouey, thal if
I meant to pun the »h.|. iu tbe dock- I must be on

than il oi lo. k in the morning. I
low ii on the pre. ku - I

ami toondi .ed. 1 hilde mv landlady fan
wi 1!, and, aimed with a large carpet-bag, iu which

.,..1, d be few .ii v i imii. es I imi
jun. d, I juiiined into a cab .md waa driven to

I em hinch htreet station. 1 had bad so much time
ii, rn lui ii to thoroughly Hunk < ter the n solution 1

had formed to accompany Ktoreuec ta Byduey,
chance oiwhat might folios when wo

«,:. landed on Australian aoil, that, bow that tbe
hom ihad -o long looked forward to was strived,
sud I bad practically embarked,asl ma) ny,on
mi v julal undertaking, I set about the
job of joining the sb.ji with the same cool deliber¬
ateness nf mimi 1 should have possessed had I hOBU

going ni le-r as male, lor si vin oi eight poundss
month, rn as a pssseuger hound on some important
commercial errand, lt was about bali i>a-i IO when
I reached tbe ship, and the scene ol life raised up rn

me mu ii.. Bavoi of ni;, old calling thal 1 rd! .- il I

had no bnsiuen to be g.g leisurely aboard, but
ought to bc tumbling an..ut the decks, shouting onl

orders and seeing all ready for hauling out of dock.
The (strathmore waa now in regnlai *..« going trim,
Ina.lui down tu well above the lluoofhei
sheathing, all yards across and the sails bent, the
longboat full of liv. »took. tue hencoops along the
poop crammed with poultry, huge squaresof corn-

pit wi hay [wbii h ii ung a farmyard smell upou the
d neal the maui rigging, blue-peter dent¬

ing bu.I) al the fore, the company's honse hag al

the maui, and the Euglbdl eu ugh al the |iealv. lin-

m un dei s was tull ol peop steerage end 'tween

de. k iiis-i ngei- and their friends, couversiug in

groups, aud waiting for the inevitable signal for de¬

parting. Thu -icm- w as.i familiar onoto tua, sud

,etl found mv elf, a* I steeped over thc gangway,
I., (ly li'e-h inter.', t at lb-old pii !-

ul, ..I I.a \ ..ung vvomii ll Silently IVlllg the ic a

[gullly of father, mother and little i hildreu g itherod
i oi 11 ni the iiged couple who bad made ii wear) lour-
ii,., j,, .-ellie jioor hearts efl and would hud the
railway home honvlei still; yonder an ill-clad uiau

standing w nh hrs arms lidded, looking at thc sh ps
willi-ll lava.ml. hi haggard la.' glVIIIK VOU a

u.11iii.il.¦ ol the dejected,doubting, harassed mimi

iii-ide him. The Strath.re was uot an emigrant
ship, bul she had accommodation in bcr'twecii-
dei ks, h. .'..en lue ste* rage bulk bend ami the mslu-
lliu-t. for a lew poor | no], le w ho wile eh urged cull

gi.mi's Lue-ami went ...u a-, emigrants, ltud Con¬

sequently her deck on this day present! ll all the iii-

i. u t ol' au einigi.uii vessel: and I don't know
a bethel ba all thu world there in au) light to equal
11,,.ne ii ship bound ou a long voyage oilers, jual
before the steam-tug hiv- hoi.I ol her, and while

agers sod their friends sra mingled on her
deck-. Then nra the little children gaping about
them full ol wonders there are relatives holding
mi io on another's hand in a grasp that, ouce n

lax'd, maj m vii sgil u he |. || ; vmi heir sounds of
sobbing and the painful echo of laughter between,
the ho.u. \oi.cs oi mi n, iIn sharp, fi veriah chatter
ol women, striving to pul as much talk aa might lill

iii> ii day into thees las! ten minutes; and dm k
oin.mis yell directions to Jack, who is sprawling
¦bout on the forecastle, diunk. tnd singing ami

grinning ami lurching here sm! there u Ith a kind of
¦I. ii.mt lolling, as ii in- would have vim take notice
tliai he lor one doesn't mean to Blakes blabbering
lob of thia leave-taking; while overhead tin-gnni
¦pan and masts tower into the mist) blue, ami look
ponderous pk-cea of Furniture, now that all the sea-

gear is nive uiid tho sails bent and rolled un] ami
they set y.ui th uk ii ig of the pallid heights ol cm vie.

i in V rill la- presently uprearing, and oLthe night
ih.it shall comedown hy and bv upon the distant
hci. amid which this sumo ship will be heaving
¦lowly. With never a sound ri-mg limn lier heart
win lem those men ami wmmh ami children will bc
¦lumbering with a thousand fatboms of water be¬
twixt then and tho bottom of thc black profound
whose mn face is full of starlight.

1 rall my SJ 8 ulong the poof1 but did not si e ('un.

tain Thompson, anona the mate-, wan ¦trangenu
lue. 1 thought 1 could Uot do better I han lui ii tu

¦nd set my cabin in order and wine a letter to my
uncle, ready for posting a! Unreeend. There wai
nobody at ih.it moment in the ruddy, though J
could near a stir in the «teertge, the .sounds coming
very plainly up the hatchway. 1 stood a moment
looking along, ami thought I to mv -ell "111 could
see one of tin- stew aids bow. 1 would a-k hun it Hu
Hawkes' luggage was in their cabin "; then 1 said tc
in.isclt: "Iii in r md ask questions. Jack, for yon
novel e.ni tell what may md set Aunt I huniiris |mt
ting tv, o mid two together. Look for yourself."
Whereupon, pm ting my bag naoa the table, 1
marched to flo. (1 cabin, knocked,received Boan

¦war, tried the handle, foand tho door unlocked,
and peeped in.
A single glance nus cuough : ono side ol thc cabin

tvus full of boxes, parcels, etc., with Miss D. Hawke
and Miss K. Hawke plainly painted or written ou

them. Tho sight of those traps was the same aa

seeing the owners, so far as the certainty of tboir
sailing in the (Strathmore waa concerned: and,
closing the door, I came away, picked up my bag,
ami entered my own cabin.
The light was feeble, owing to tho scuttle or win¬

dow being in tho shadow of the quay walli ')Uti
nevertheless, I was aldo Io seo tba! I Was not to

have the cabin to myself Luggage that did not be¬
long to me stood mar mv box, mid in the bunk
limier mine w as a collection of artlch 8, including ¦

waterproof coat, ¦ gun-ease. ¦ bundle consisting of
an umbrella. ¦ walking-stick, a sword-stick, ate, 1
waa i good deal disappointed, aa I had reckoned
anon being alone Bvtuentlythe Strathmont waa
taking ont ¦ full complement of passengers. Tho
consideration now was, what sort of companion was

1 to bavef.a cheerful, amiable follow, whews ea*

inly wiaid be ¦ pleasure, or a sea-sick, growling
old hunks, wheeo company would be a perpetual
alllietion.

1 peered at the Ulinga m the bunk, and then no¬

ticing i name painted on tbe top ol ¦ bos somewhat
resembling linne, I bent down to -oe w hat lt w as,

ami read, In huge white letters: aBeginaldsfore-
combe, e-ij., ( abm Passenger, per Strathmore," I
could hardly credit my renns, I stood uj» ami
itaredaround mo. then tookaaothersejutat at the
. ard. iiiid. lost in amazement, looked at the traps iii

the bunk and came once mon to the card. " Kegi-
uald liorecombe'" lhere it waa,plain enough,
:iiid I stood eiect, absolutely dmufounded. Bu!
¦top! bow was I to he -lue witbOUt seeing he bl-
low ii,.-it (sb Reginald liorecombe was Florence's
admirer f Might there net be another maa ol thal
name among tho millions who populate Great
Britain, and through the operation of one nf then
strange conjunctions of circumstances wnieheonte-
tune, happen in this lifo, might not be have chosen
the Strathmore to sail to Australia ia, and had the
hall ot my eahin allotted hunt I examined tho
boxes, but not being aldo to -ec inside them I found
nothing more suggestive than the miine. I then
overhauled tho traps in the bunk, but there was

nothing to be learned bv looking at tho gun-ease

sad tbe mackintosh. Nevertheless, though 1 could
md have taken my oath that my comji.inion would
prove Mr. Hawkes young friend, 1 was so per¬
fectly convinced In my own mind he was nobody
el-e, that I was a.s much confounded, amazed and
iioii|ilus. d as if I had entered the cabin and found
the man ni lied in it.
Was this the explanation of Hawkers singular

willingness to semi his daughter sway on a long
voyage f Did be hope, by boxing up her and Mi.
Morecombe tor Hine or four months in ¦ shin, that
the young fellow- would succeed iu woreying the girl
into accenting him? Waa it Aunt Damaris's
scheme t sm would be hero at all events to help tbe
youth, and her boase would be open to hun at Syd¬
ney, Ami did Florence know- be was to accompany
theiiiT If mil why, there would lie positive base¬
ness in her father's scheme to make the Strathmore
a mere trap for Inr. Put if, on tbe ot her band, she
knew all about it, why did she keep the news from
Sojiluo,' Why had sin- -cm im-a keepsake to re¬
member ber by. and mesMsges to cherish, when all
the i nu.- -in- wa- aware that she waa going to Aus¬
tralia iu company witta the mau whom.her father
had chosen for lu-r to marry T

sat mi my !>on with Ul) forehead in mv hand and
my mind in a whirl. Voicea wera bawling ou deck,
lei vveie -lamping overhead, in opie wen moving
¦bon) ill the cundy. I knew hythe cries which

d me that we should bo warping out of doek
in ii few minutes, am! such was the state of bewil¬
derment into which I had been tiling liv the con vu

lion thal my cabin-mate wa- to be no other than
Hawkes young friend, by the astonishing per-
iin.uiiv old Hawke was exhibiting, by tbe deter¬
mination of Mc Morecombe. who was going to
abandon s.»ciety for sea-sicknesa and a long voyage
m the hope of winning Florence, and by the fear
thal the gil had al. along know n he was to joni her
aunt, that 1 declare, for some moments, it wa
the spiii of a coin whether I should jump ashore.
send for my trans al Gravesend, and dmy nil
thoughts of Florence na completely as 1 abandoned
the \o\

This w ss mv mood, when, ca-t lng my eyes tow ard
(lie bunk-, which were built one above the oilier,
the al.-uni.tv ol the situation in who h Morecombe
ami I would be placed bj oci npying one cabin and

ug ..ne ntop of the other, struck me: I bunt
into a lit nf laughter, amt roared sn jnstily that I
came very near to choking. And nothing, 1 believe,

have doue me moro good; the Hood ol iuerri-
1111 nt -.¦.¦med to cleanse mv mind and leave room for
the ..'. devil-may rare spirit to a-se rt itself again.
Withniil more ado | opened my box. bundled such

things an I re«inired to nave al band into one ol the
nf drawers with which the cabin

was lui ni dud. mid theil, pulling out ii willing
'..¦:¦.ni .i letter to my iimlc When it caine.

Imwi vi i io using a pen and co Meeting my thoughts.
I found I wa-latin no agitated tosay lunch. I

il liv telling bim 1 was going to Australia, and
w Kv, .i-1 hough be h;id known notbing of mj luteu-
f ions, and I hen Went mi to wy that 1 vv a- on board,
thu the Hawkes' luggage was in their cabiu, anil

Reginald Moreeomlie
was ni my cabin I . on ld not yet positively declare
tint t lu- Keg u dd M.. n ...m lc w as Hawke, s friend,
bat I would et him know n s postscript when the
man came aboard at Uravcaeud. "li hu provn to be
Florence's admirer," said I, von will understeud.
and -pi dillly « ill Sophie a|ipl"ct late, the profoUUli
ciiuuing old Hawke t itubit* by Hus muncsuvrw, I

dope mu Florence is ignorant of the plot un¬
happily, I shall not hi able to tell you how I li IS ls.

i un mt likely to see her until we have been
Line undi, w.i v. [f ta my postscript I tell you

thal my cabiu companion i- we Reginald Morc-
i oinhe. jd. a-.. nike tho earliest opportunity of let-
ling old Hawke know that Ibaveswiea in lbs
strathmore." I then wound up liv thanking bim loi
Ins kunine--, and begging him to ssk Sophie's for-
givemsa ol me for concealing my intention of ac-

ompnnying Florence from her. sod broach! my let¬
ter to an end ... uh a proper sentimental nourish.
Having BuUhed Hus lob. leaving tbe envelope

open for the postscript 1 bad promised. 1 pul un my
bal and -hoveil nil head out of the i allin door to see

who mighl be anon I before boldly issuing forth.
-ieee, for all I COU d tell, Flore'ii e I,light have come

;i iou rd w .uh- I was b low. I ruo. I had understood
she w as to join t ne ship ut Gravesend, but hei aunt

tinghi have changed her mind and cbonuto start
from Hu-dock; anyhow, 1 could not he sure, sud
the very hist thing I wanted waa to plump uj>
against tbe darling unawares, aud frighten ber be¬
ti ie ber amil or anybody else intos betrayal of our
being auld ac.pl.uni.un o ; Bad BO 1 sat 1 peeled oin

caul mu-di. sm \ a group of persona talking mar the
ompuiliou steps, ami an undcr-stevv uni in h ramlet

jacket rubbing the lahls; but tbeie waanobod) I
knew iii sight; so I walked ou the main-deck and
1.1 io my surprise thal we were ont of t he doe ks
and in the river, and lint a t ug had gol hold of us

iiiid wa- i mil ii. g mil head tow iud ie ul-I team.

I iv ul ked .1 short distam e lorvv :ud SO a- Io be Bille
to SCO who was on the poop before going Inle.
M. t nf tho 'i wi ii deck :uid .¦lei rage folks were be¬
low, bul ll few had i lainb.-ic. a io Ibe bulwarks,
and a kind ol 11 .ni -1 nod on the lei ci a-He vv a v lng
Hen h.u- a,,d handkerchiefs to Hair friends who

slo ..1 ..a tbe walls ami heads, watching the noble
ship start. I took a good look aft, and neoiiig no. li¬
ing but strange faces nothing bul Strange Lue-,

¦.¦ 'a ii I le .in 11 -on, w ho stooi alone 11 -i oiling to

the baw lun: oi tlu- river pilot, and watching, witb-
mil. of .. ni c. taking auj part In the hu -v scene, 1
mounted the [sion ladder aud wein up to my friend.

.¦ Hallo, .la. k !" led be, gi ippiug ni)
heartily; "I wai only ju-t no.v hoiking ol lou,
a id wondering whether von were aboard, \«'h n

dui von conic I told hun. "Whisper," nya be:
'.wliu's the name I'm tocal] you by I Confound
mc ii I can recollect ii som,.Hung to do with edge,
hadn't il I
"Egerton Jack F.gcrton," 1 replied; "and for

Heaven's -.ike. li.I, don'l go .md forget it.

flunk of edgiug doWU thal .i ha.nieil ; you ian t

lolge! hilt
- No, no: F.gcrton Jack Rgertoa.I have it now,"

-nd he. ""Bec.isv, Egerton's the word."
.. Mince I've been sonant," said I " I've been rend¬

el ed don l.ly an mods hy mic of Hie most bothersome
thing-, h.ij.pi liing that ever you could imagine I
vv a- in lupe ol g.t ni': i cabin to 1113 sell, and 1 lind
1 mil lo have ii COIIIpSuion."

¦. Well and vv hat does that mean ?" cried he. with
¦ broad grin on bis jolly, nautical, red lue .* merely
that Dan thompson's a mighty popular skipper, bi
loved ot liidns and gentlemen. Would .yon have me
sail with unlet cahins. Ami, besides, how many
bunks docs au old lobscouser Uko yon waat to

sleep m !"
¦. ai- not it," I replied. " 1 don't object to ¦

companion. Hui gue-s vv ho be ts to be T"
" Pooh, pooh ; out vv uii it, man bow thc dickens

cnn / guess f"
"Whin I spoke to you of the business that's

bringing me on this voyage, did 1 tell you." said I,
.¦thai there was a young chap named liorecombe
w anted hy my swed lieu t's father M ii husband lor
my pot ?'

- Hui you? mayne, maybe. And what then T''
" Why, smother him, Daniel, bia luggage is in my

cabin nea i" be.nut my bedfellow, thank Heaven!
hut In's to ho in the hunk under mo. The old mini

hun boped to make ¦ rat-trap of your ship for Ins
gui. He's planned tho voyage for her thur young
Morecombe may be in her eompenyal! thew lulu
you keep at sea, iiiui after you've sci m ashore. And
"if that's not enough," cried I savagely, dwelling
upou the baseness of tho plot (us if 1, Iuds, were the
most innocent ol beluga and not m the smallest de¬
gree working out a very much moro audacious
scheme), "ho's to share my cabiu, and I'm to nave
tim privilege of healing him sum ting under tuo m
his Bleep fm seventy or eighty days."

Daniel burst Into a loud laugh. u What'll you do,
Jack I" he exclaimed. " Since ho's to be under you,
will you contrive to smother bini, ono night f your
luink-jdaiik.s uro movable, von kimw, and there's
nothing to prevent um coining down upon bini.
Pity ymir mattrum isn't ¦ feather-bed." Aud ho
broke into another long gullavv.
At this moment Hm pilot roared ont an order to

tho wheel, lind my friend run lo tho rail te peet at

something ahead, and there he stood, eleen forget¬
ting all about my troubles ami thinking only of his
ship, ii was scarcely the right moment to bother
hun, though 1 wus determined before wo brought
up ut (ir.iv c sfml to have my way of hun in some¬

thing 1 required him to do, so 1 hauled ott and weut
mid .at upon tho edge ot tho utter skylight to think
a bit, and to have a look ut what was going on.
Ami plenty there wwi to seo, oe therealnrsya is mi

the Tmiiiios, which is the noblohf liver in the world,
to my mind, 1 have baafl upon African, and linn,ni,
and South American rivers, aud beheld a thousand

itrange and shining beauties, and in China have
ilept on a rushing stream amid a crowd of wobbling;
ind sbiniiig junk i, with a glimpse of templus beyondho. outlandish trees, and a soft wind sighing under
ho sharp, hard blue of tho sk v, with smells about
in aromatic a* the materials which go to the msikiutf
if a plum-nuddiug. but tho scenery of Uk Tluiuie*
s the work of human hands, and that's the impres-
livo part, of the noble old stream. Haze along it ia
in atmosphere of yellow light, wheu magnitude aud
raguenaaa are given to the lea gin's ot wu tor solo
(fractures, and when objects gloom upou the dun
mm /on iiml eheal you with au Idea af munensity by
he remoteaem they take, Tho Struthmuro's llving-
ibbomn was looking right over the Bonan stein of
ba tBC and we wore swarming down the bend
rhieb hears the polite name of Bugsby's Keechi
md thereabouts wee no hick of lit.) ou that day,
rheta were half a score of big vessels in this reach.
waling or gmug. while lighters crept by breedaide
ui, nigs sped along in aaest af towage Jaka, pat*
unger Steamers drove through tho steel-colored
rater, wita a gtaaelag of silver at their keen steams
md a whirl of snow sluicing n a broad eui rent irma
iud. r their counters. 1 took notice of a big Indian
te.unshiu leisurely making for Gravesend, trim us a
nan-of-war, her .sides and runnels spotless, her acmV
les winking like stars iii her as she coiled her ebony
eiigth along Hie southern Buaahiae ead rounded
asi wind into Woolwich Keach, while, towing Baal
ier for London, there came u small, lull-rigged -hip
rom the other Hide of the world, ber brave little
mil covered With scars of the conilicts she had
ought in distent seen, ber aeneas clumsily roiled
i|>, ber amur gray from constant wetting ami drying,
md the crew on the forecastle jiomting out to omi
mother the familiar scones ashore.

I his is one of tho contrasts the noble river gives
'mi. And look yonder at thu familiar Th..met*
snotty, with the old watecasan resting on his ours,
iud squinting ovei his shoulder at tho (lansing tug,
n whose tremble, as the steamer rushes past, tho
it titi boat llouuileis and wallops, and sets the obi
hap'.-, oars flourishing like ii pair of kliittiiig-uoedlea
u a woman's hand, and with his head shortened
md enlarged with tho resting, aa if ha wanted to
.how all observers what an optical illusion waa like;
md bark now to the panting af thal little screw-
ug, that beadsnpriver with e chain ofdeeply huh u
oiil barges ni her wake, and sc the la/.y, grimy
.illiiiiis utoji ol' the dirty hea|is. every figure in
.birt-sleeves, a pipe in iiis iiioutb, .ind his sooty face
o the sky.
Onr voyage was begun on a flue, bright day.if so

lethe hauling out ot doak for Gravesendeaa kw
salted the beginning, Wo were too near London for
be u/.uiv overhead to Ix; Heh, but there was a gay
lutiiuiii tone iu it, with a lightening of the blue into
i kind of silver over tho furthest reaches ol the
louth shore, agaiust which every tree, house aud
ni ve of hind tonka delicate black outline, like a
ketch in mk. The sunshine poured full anon our
thin, ami put Bery lines into the yellow topmasts
ind topgallant masts, amt notched the skylights
iud tin brass work with (lushing white stars; and
ho. soft wind that followed carried the smoke u; the
ugalong with us for a space until w erouiid.il into
lalleons lb .uh. when tbe dark coll floated away m

i hluisii shadow over Plomstead Marshes. 'I nore
waa a constant coming and going of Snares anon tlio
n un deck, wiih -addie.u ted laces overhanging tba
rail, watching the passing laud, aud some drunken
inuse-jdiiy of Bailors upon the forecastle, a bera
itood the chief mate ot the ship, ready to echo Hie
pih.i's onler- to the tug.
A few ot tho cuddy passengers had joined Hu ves¬

sel in the docks uiiil sauntered unou tin; poop. I
took notice of vv hat was iiiihiistul.uhl.v ,i newly mar¬
ried ji.ur they kept together arm in iiim, iiud Hie
husband showed his wile the curd m the binn u!e,
the pump for wishing down, betwixt tue milrea
.ii.i-i .md the skylight, the quarter-bout* ned the
captain's gig over the stern, with the air of a man
w iio meant to gel his honeymoon out of everything
that came in bis road. There weean elderly gi lUlo-
man w uh a sid ii cast of countenance, who walked
about with his hands behind him, and oven imW
and again he would emile to a stand and cast a look
ah.ii in a insaner thal made me suspect ba km- .> taw
dlllereine bet wi en tile ln.id-puu.l) and thc BOOB*
ilowuhaui. I afterword lound lum io haCaptain
.lin ks., ii, 1J. N , going to Sydney with hs wile ou.

some Uovernment business. There were other [.or¬
son- standing ah.mt tbe poop and looking at tho

W, but I did Hot then give Hum
much atteiitn u. bet mg more interesting subj* t- tit
occupy my mind with. Ami do yen a.-k me il there
waa an> yearning in my bowels after the old cay
we wcie lom iug in our wake, ami the soil thal waa

dropping astern Lu hom bv fathom a- the tug ba dod
n- ouwardl Not un atom, my Iuds. Had 1 hecn
leaving a wife or ii mother ol someone deal tonie,
why then, of i our.-e. my lace would have he. u ic*

melancholy aa the longest sud yellowest ot tin vie*
age- anning the third-class pas.-engiTs. Hut I waa
0 t ward hound in tbe vessel .that waste carry the
hu ling ol my heart to Au-t lalla. I w as going lor a
sail lound tin- world, Dot Bl a nour devil who bad to
i. i.il upon ropes or keep a lookout with bis eya
against ¦ anuw emull, hut asa cuddy passenger,
wno was tocal the best 1 hat w a- in the ship, -:. .e,

all night, and go below when it ramed. Ill wea
thoughtful, it was because 1 was puzzled a il
worried by tbe discovery that young ktoreeombe
v. as going to mik.- one of our ba| p.v family, i oi be*

waa leaving England or because I was ali..id
01 benig BBS BJck,
Well, by-ainl-by, vie weio abreast of Frith,

floating pleasantly along, the Ky hollowing}
ov.r our mast heads into a deeper tint, and tho
shij> making a noble show noon the broad"
euiug stream, w itb a certain ragci d. heavy ajij ear*
uno aloft that handeamely fitted ber deep trim and
the appearaai a ol the men and wa uno who stared
over her bulwarks, Au outward-bounder -lo
looked, from the viine above the truck to the lina
of white water which the wheelaof tba tug .wept,
nnder ber glitteriog figureheadand along Lei glue*
-v hinds, and J sat looking at the massive yards ly.
lng Minaro unou he towering masts, am! at the frew
work of shadows cast by the fine shrouds ujKm tho
galley and the longboat, aud thought of ewe day
when the northeast trades had breezed np Into haff
a gale of wind, and when I leaned over the jib boom
with my hand u|hiii the outer jib-stay and saw such
another vessel a- thia malling along nnder a main*
topgallant-sail set overs single-reefedtopsail,sena>
iug the surges boiling fsr ahead of me with e.cry
downward crush of the spearing cutwater, and
dinging a cont unions roll of thunder upou the gah)
out of the iron-hard hollows nf her a lute iain a.-.

thompson had been talking toamlddlu aged h.dy
with un lush accent, and when tin v BSfsuratedl
went up to air friend and said. "L>uuiel, can you
l:st.:i lo lue for three minutest '

"Certainly," beanewered. "I must apologi/- for
Interrupting you Just now. Ibitd.dn't you notice
the dumb-barge right in tho road of lin- tug! Tm.so
tilings are the curse of the river, t.'aotains' lives
Bie made np of nothing but actions bronchi up
¦gainst them by barge-owners. What is it you havaj
to -a;,. Seymour t"
" Egerton, niau, Egerton.didn't 1 exhort you rapt

to m stake," eind I.
"Look heie. .lack," says ho, "Egerton be dan tull.

I shall never bc able to remember it. and therefore,
to make jj re, I must call poa Jack, ami Balbina]
el-.-. Yoit*i au -ay 1 m a con-in, if you like, a found*
ling adopted bj your parents, a foster-brother, half
a twin, anything you like. Hut I'll bungle Egerton*
BS -nie as v our name's .-ey limul'; so Jui k, it niu-t bo
between ns. lil leave yon to account for tin fa-
miliaritj."
"li yon can'! call me Egerton, then I nm-t be

Jai iv,'1 -ant I. "There's no familiarity, ami eoe e-

u unit ly any accounting for it aronui be ¦ mistake.
And now Im going to a-k you to do me a favor.
When we reach Gravesend, and 1 catch Bight °f
Miss Hawke coming aboard, 1 must go and hid mr
bar that, should she see me,her astonishment li ghfj
lead her aunt to BttSpcel w be 1 tun."

'. Ibu doe-n't the .unit know you?" asked Thomp¬
son, v. Im had evidently forgotten the story 1 bad
given him iu the dui k.

'" No, 1 answered, "gae has never si cn nie, nor
have I ov.r set eyes on her. Mi lcoombe 1 ouci)

caught sight of, but I um unknown to linn.''
" Amt docs Mi-,- Haw KO know you !"' said he.
"Why, hang it Bil, my good Pa:.nd," cried f,

"didn't I tell you that she wus half in love " itl\
lue, that 1 was pus innately in love with her, SUSI
making thia vi yege lor the sake of being with her
ami iu the hope ol inducing ber to marry mo J"
"Yes, vc-, i remember now,'' be replied; "andi

what is il sou wans BM lo dot You suiu souift'iiitg
iihout hiding.''
"1 said thal when Miss Hawke heaves in sight

I mast go below. Von must take thc very brat
opportunity von can to U her privately that I aaa
lihoard, and beg her not lo show uni SStOllishll eng
when I appear, sad that you will introduce n .. to
la r as though 1 were ii ¦traeger.1'
"What sort of u girl is shot I um willing to oblige

you," said he, "but hang it. Jack, you're asking um
to take libernes. What will abe think wheal hog
her not to be astonished!'
"Do you think. Daniel," said I. "that 1 am likely

te place an old friend like yew ta a false position!
Bbs will think that poa are behaving very kindly
to ns both ba cautioning bet againal allowing her
surmise to betray me to bet auut."

Ile took ;i few short turns ap um! down in frost
af me, with his good-aatured red face warfchsg as

though he vv as rehearsing the thing, and then .,ul.
"Weil, therecan be ne harm. I'lldo this: when sha
arrives, usdai banes comes, I'll say. 'There's un old
friend of mine aboard.an old shipmate.named
Jink Seymour!' she in sure to sing out. 'What! Jack
OeJ BBUUlf And I'll answer, 'Yes. He tolls BM ii*
hain the honor of your oinnainlance, aud hos asked
mo to let you know he's aboard in order that n Inn
he turns up yon muyn't be frightened.'"
"Not frightened, Daniel," said 1. "Snrptiw'd.

All thc real will do capitally."
"Surprised, then." he continued. "And then I'll

say, 'r or reasons I've not troubled myself to auk,
he tells nie he's shipped under the name of Egerton;
but as 1 can't reckon ujmiu always i-emcmliering
that name 1 shall call him Juck. lt', md my Imsi-
iiishs,' i'll say, 'to imjuire into nanics. All I ve got
to do ia to cairy my ship and the people in her safely
across the ocean.' I'll say that, Jack, to satisfy my
own mimi. No barm iu it, I hope."
"None whatever."
"And what else is there to dot" said he.
"Why," 1 replied, "you eau tell her that I've asked

you to introduce nie to her."
1 saw be did not like that, bnt inMead of dei lin¬

ing, be said, "\\ hat d'ye want to be introduced to
lui fort Go plump to her and ask her what sha
thinks cf the weather, l'eople don't stand on shore-
coma;ceremonies at sea. You ought to know that,
Jack."
"Very well." said I. "Never mind that part of

thejob.DanicL If you'll Just tell her I'm on board*

/


